Day for Life – Sunday 1st October 2006 

Resources 

The Day for Life was initiated by the late Pope John Paul II, to encourage the Catholic Church worldwide to celebrate the sanctity of life. In Ireland, Scotland and England & Wales, the Bishops' Conferences are working closely together and have chosen disability as the theme for 2006.

What is Day for Life 2006 for? 

· To celebrate the life and presence of people with disabilities in the Church and in society today.

· To defend the lives of those with a disability often threatened before birth by genetic screening and procured abortion, or by being denied necessary medical treatment when ill or old.

· To promote a more just and humane society in which all can reach their full potential. 

One or more of the following could be re-printed in parish newsletters: 

The Church teaches that all human lives, marked as they are in diverse ways by suffering as well as joy, are to be valued, celebrated, cherished and respected. This is no less true if the person has a disability which causes him or her some unavoidable and, perhaps, significant suffering. As people in this situation and their carers often emphasise, suffering can and does coexist with a life that is profoundly valuable – both in itself, and in what that person can achieve. 

There is something tyrannical about a society which seeks to remove suffering by denying life to the people who are perceived to suffer. 

Our society desperately needs a new vision in which the gift of human life is always cherished and respected, those who suffer are treated and cared for, and each person is enabled to play his or her unique part in our common life together. 
As Catholics, we are committed to advocating the right to life of everyone. 

Day for Life 2006 is an opportunity to renew our commitment to do everything we can in our own parishes to create more inclusive and welcoming communities as an effective sign of what our society can be. 

Day for Life Prayer 
We thank you Lord for the Gift of Life.

Every human life is your gift to the world.

Each person is unique,


With a task you have entrusted to them alone.

Help us always to promote the basic rights of all,


and to recognise that we are all parts of One Body,


Dependent upon one another,


and called to share a common life. 

For inclusion as intentions of the Prayer of the Faithful: 

As we celebrate the Day for Life, we pray that all peoples will acknowledge and respect human life as a gift from God, and destined to return to God. 

We pray that we may respect and include people of all abilities as we promote a more just and humane society. 

Day for Life Website 

The website for the Day for Life is www.dayforlife.org . This site contains materials specific to the Irish celebration of the Day for Life. 

This site contains a podcast from the Bishop of Killala Dr John Fleming, in which he 

explains that we all live with a disability and can respond in many different ways. Drawing on well-known biblical and contemporary examples, he outlines how we can 'resist the temptation to become inward looking and instead become truly human'.
The website also features Stephen's Story. Stephen’s accident at sea turned his life upside down and left him needing a wheelchair. But through a supportive community, a visit to Lourdes and his own personal faith, he has fought back. His determination, as Bishop John Fleming says, is an inspiration to us all. 
The website also features the text of the Day for Life 2006 pastoral letter in English, Irish and Polish. 
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