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Day for Life 2006

J EAN VANIER spoke
slowly and gently as he
explained the need for love
in the world, at a recent con-
ference for priests in Chica-
g0, America.

Vanier, who founded the
L’ Arche community of homes
where mentally disabled

adults live with nondisabled
associates, came to Chicago
from his home in France to ac-
cept the Blessed are the Peace-
makers Award last month.
Vanier, who is 77, started
L'Arche by inviting two men-
tally disabled men to share his
home in France in 1964;

there are now 126 L'Arche
communities in 31 countries.

In his lifetime, he said, he
has noticed that people.who
have mental disabilities often
have great faith, but they
never speak of ‘Christ’ or ‘the
Lord.’

“They always talk about Je-

sus,” Vanier said. “It’s a per-
sonal relationship.”

In L'Arche communities,
the disabled residents are
seen as the ‘core members,’
and treated as individuals,
with respect and love, and
nondisabled and disabled res-
idents alike learn to live to-
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Last chance to WIN a
Pilgrimage to Lourdes

with ‘The Pilgrims Choice’ Tangney Tours & The Universe Travel Competition.

Lourdes is about prayer, healing and hope, a place of
pilgrimage for people from alt over the world. Piigrims
have the chance to visit the Grotto of Massabielle and
the original spring discovered by Bernadette Soubirous,
a peasant girl to whom our Blessed Lady appeared.
Each year over six million pilgrims visit this special
town nestling in the foothills of the Pyrenees in

South West France.
The lucky winner will visit Lourdes staying at the three
star Hotel Beau Site situated on the banks of the River
Gave as it flows towards the Grotto and beyond. You wil
fly from London Stansted and transfer to your hotel
located only a 5-7 minute walk from the Domaine. The
trip includes flights, transfer to hotel, 3 nights full board
accommodation for 2 persons travelling between 1st
September and 28th October 2006. Friday departure.

“ Prige is subject o avedabiity and the teps and conditions of Tangney Tours a5 deladed i the Tangney Yours Pilgimmages Brachure 2006 ovitlable on reguest from

01732 86666, A booking lorm must be completed by all pigrims. Emplayees of The Universe and fangrey Tours, or therr families, are nat etigible to enter, insurance
flat inciuded. The prize is not transferable and there is Ao rash alternative. The editors decision 15 final 30d Ao correspondence wil be entered into. All ntrants must bo
aged 18 o1 over. Deadune for entries is 17th July 2006. The Winnet vell be notified by post by 28th July 2006 and published in the paper. The publishers of this
newspaper accept no habiity for any losses or injurtes sutfered in connection with this prize. Transfers within the UK and fretand are net included.

Vision: L'Arche community founder Jean Vanier

Mentally disabled teach carers compassion

gether.

“Our danger is to see
what is broken in a person,
what is negative, and not to
see the person,” said Vanier,
a Canadian by birth. “It’s not
just a question of believing
in God, but of believing in
human beings, believing in
ourselves, and seeing people
as God sees them.”

“Generosity is something
that is good,” Vanier said.
“When we have more wealth,
resources and time, we want
to help those in need, and
that’s good.

“But behind generosity is
a notion of power. Generos-
ity must flow into an en-
counter. We must meet
people. It’s not a question of
simply donating money or
giving someone homeless a
room - it’s about listening to
their stories and trying to em-
pathise.”

He said that people can
sometimes be “frightened
of listening to stories” of oth-
ers because it can “shake up
our certitudes and shake up
questions of values.”

But taking the time to lis-
ten can also help the listen-
er.

“It means we have to lose
an identity of power and lis-
ten as a child of God,” he
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“Respecting Life & Love”
NATURAL FERTILITY REGULATION

said.

“That is the only real
identity that remains no mat-
ter what. When my situation
has changed, my capabilities
have changed, my life has
changed, but my identity as
a child of God has not

* Up to 90% effective for ACHIEVING pregnancy
¢ Over 99% etlective for AVOIDING pregnancy
+ Respeets and ent the relationshi
* No side cffects or hiealth risks + Cost frec
Jo fearn or train as o teacher: The BOM Trust
The Busement + 58 i Vauxhall Grove « London SWS [TB
Tel: (020) 7793 0026 + Fax: (020) 7820 6501
thebomtrust@ tiscali,co.uk

Have you
considered giving

up some of
your time to help
people less
fortunate than
yourself? -
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Believing in and valuing
the disabled residents of
L'Arche has helped workers
become more compassionate
people.

“Community means hav-
ing a common goal, and we
five together, so we are af-
fectionately bonded to one
another.

What is obvious about
our people is that they are
crying out for relationship
and not for success.”

www totalcatholic.com

Have you visited
our website?

www totalcatholic.com
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